
 
 
 
 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES  

March 22, 2007 
Beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
Room 209, City Hall  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Rachel Freed, Acting Chairman; D. Dickson, A. Green,  
    S. Lunin, R. Matthews; Associates:   D. Green, J. Hepburn 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: N. Richardson, I. Wallach  
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: See attached sign-in sheet 
 
 
1.  Crystal Lake – 30 Rogers Street:  Public Hearing on Notice of Intent for 

stormwater improvements. 
Report: Mario Pologruto Rose with a NOI for the proposed work. The plans have been 
modified from the 'green' solution originally shown to you because of the concerns re tree 
roots and the impending acquisition of the property next door.  
Meeting:  Maria Rose explained the changes from the prior plan, necessitated because of 
tree roots and utilities.  The galleys and Stormceptors shown on the plan can be 
permanent or may be moved in future if changes are made to the building and/or the site.  
The Stormceptors will take out particulates, oil and heavy metals and were sized for 3" of 
rain.  Overflow will be directed into a shallow detention basin on the MBTA side of the 
building.  The downspouts on the driveway side of the building are being connected to 
perforated pipe in stone and the footbath is being fitted out with a concrete block well 
filled with crushed stone and topped with a Trex grating.  All of these measures should 
cut down substantially on runoff which erodes the beach. and goes into the lake.  In 
response to questions about potential pavement removal and other options when the 
property next door is acquired, the City's plan is to take care of the parking lot runoff now 
and then do the minimum to areas which are likely to be changed in future.  The work is 
proposed to be done prior to the opening of the swim season this year. 
 The Order was voted unanimously subject to an Operations & Maintenance Plan 
plus a decision on seeding vs. an erosion control blanket with final review by staff. 
 
2. City-wide Roadway Maintenance:  Public Hearing on Request for 

Determination for routine annual maintenance adj. wetland resource areas 
throughout the City. 

Report: RDA for a decision that would allow them to do work on bridges and within 100 
feet of streams and wetlands without a separate filing each time – similar to the stream-
cleaning RDA that was given a year ago. Frank has recommendations that involve good 
construction management practices and you may wish to impose them as conditions. 
 



Meeting:  Maria Rose appeared on behalf of DEP and discussed the project briefly.  She 
handed out a list of roadway work for 2007.  Rachel Freed noted that removal of paved 
swales, installation of new catch basins, and any modifications of headwalls may be 
somewhat problematic if they are located in bank or other resource areas.  The members 
had concerns regarding the lack of specificity in the proposal as to where the work will 
occur and which projects would be going forward in 2007.  They requested additional 
information at the next meeting in the form of a specific list and more details.  Staff 
followed up with a request for photographs of the affected areas.  This info should come 
in advance of the meeting so members have review time. 
 Hearing continued to 4/26. 
 
3. Cheesecake Brook Greenway between Eddy Street and Watertown Street: 

Continuation of Public Hearing on Notice of Intent for park improvements. 
Report: You requested a planting plan and engineered drawings, in addition to a 
commitment from DPW to do some stormwater work so that the new greenway plantings 
won't wash out.  People are working on it, but I do not have new info as of this writing.  

Dee Spiro has received confirmation from DPW that they will be doing some 
repairs this spring in the nature of filling in the sink hole and lowering the existing catch 
basins so they will actually catch water.  These assurances address the concerns 
expressed at the prior meeting. 
Meeting:  Dee Spiro and a representative from Weston & Sampson presented new plans 
and a memo regarding the maintenance work being planned by DPW prior to their project 
going forward.  They intend to remove and dispose existing turf and the chain link fence, 
protect existing trees throughout the project.  Their cut and fill is balanced and will not 
result in a change in flood storage.  They will be planting birches and crabapples, and 
plan to use a meadow mix grass seed to be left longer than the existing standard grass to 
provide better filtration and slow runoff.  Because of the work to be done prior to their 
project, they will not be interfering with the eel run.  Material stockpiling will be outside 
the area, erosion controls will be placed as shown and a construction fence will be erected 
as a visual warning for drivers.  Standard Order voted unanimously. 
 
4. 3 Fuller Avenue:  Continuation of Public Hearing on Notice of Intent for demo of 

existing dwelling, construction of new dwelling with amenities. (At the request of 
the Applicant, this item will be continued  to 4/26/07) 

Report: continued hearing for additional info on abandonment of the private way; the 
illegal work on the property next door to this lot.  The consultant called and requested a 
continuance to April to allow time for the new info to come.  I told her to remind her client 
not to do anything other than spring cleanup – no planting or mulching in the wetland areas.  
Meeting:  Continued to 4/26/07 as requested. 
 
5. 47 Bernard Street:  Public Hearing on Notice of Intent for sonotubes and 

addition in the floodplain and Riverfront Area adj. Charles River. 
Report:  New sonotubes to replace old ones; closing in deck for addition.  I generally don't 
require a filing for an in-kind replacement, but they are also enclosing as living space a 
former porch area, so they filed for everything including the sonotubes. 



Meeting:  John Rockwood appeared on behalf of the owners and explained that the new  
sonotubes are required to hold up the new second floor.  Members clarified for staff that 
they expect that all in-kind replacement projects will come in for a filing as it is necessary 
to establish a paper trail to protect the property owners.  Standard Order voted 
unanimously. 
 
6. 61 Verndale Road:  Public Hearing on Notice of Intent for an addition in the 

floodplain of Stearns Brook. 
Report:  Addition and deck on piers in the floodplain. 
 Engineering made suggestions for minor changes which the engineer has 
promised to make.   A neighbor has sent a letter of opposition because she is absolutely 
positive that if this project is approved, she will get water in her basement.  Frank and I 
have both talked to her, but she remains adamantly opposed. 
Meeting: Srinivasa appeared on behalf of his clients, noting that he had made the 
changes to satisfy Engineering's concerns.  Compensatory storage is being provided at the 
rate of 15:1 and the downspouts have been routed into leaching galleys farther away from 
the neighbor's house at 53 Verndale Rd.  In addition, the grading between these two 
houses will not be changed at all.  As a result, it is anticipated that the new addition will 
not have an effect on her house, although she remains unconvinced. 
 Standard Order voted unanimously; condition for compensatory storage 
construction and certification before work commences. 
 
7. 214 Concord Street:  Public Hearing on Notice of Intent for construction of a 

garage in the Riverfront Area of the Charles River. 
Report: garage in Riverfront (although the plan doesn't show the RA, it falls at the end of 
the house and the garage is entirely within it. 
Meeting:  Joe DaSilva appeared to discuss the garage project.  The garage is 24 x 24, 
resulting in over 400 s.f., but no infiltration was provided.  If Engineering requires a 
drywell, it should be placed no closer to the river than the nearest point of the new 
garage.  With that condition in the Order, it will not be necessary for the applicant to 
return for a modification.  So voted – unanimously. 
 
8. Announcements & General Business: 
Request for Minor Modification:  MWRA work schedule 
Report: Email letter to you on 3/9 for permission to work through the 3/15 deadline due to 
circumstances beyond their control.  Also emailed you a letter today from a neighbor whose 
front yard looks like a war zone. 
Meeting:  Margery Johnson from MWRA appeared with representatives from FS&T and  
their wetlands consulting firm.  The new pipeline has been completed and the contractor is 
beginning work on restoration.  Erosion control issues raised by Norm Richardson after his 
inspection have been addressed.  Apparently silt from the brook ran down through the 
wetland and erosion occurred.  Doug Dickson noted that the water level at the time of the 
inspection was at the top of the hay bales and may have overtopped them. 
 Within the next two weeks they will be testing the pipe and removing the bypass 
equipment.  Then they will remove the road and begin the planting.  As requested by Norm 
Richardson, they will try to do the restoration in the wettest areas first.  Members 



recommended that they move as quickly as possible.  MWRA indicated that the landscaping 
crew will be working while the contractor is finishing up, so there will be three crews 
present.  They believe they will more than meet the schedule noted in the letter request.   
 Members approved the minor modification with the following specific dates: 
 April 15 – bypass completed and stabilization begun. 
 May 15 – total completion. 
With regard to the planting plan presented, it was approved with a caution on tsuga 
canadensis because of hemlock wooly adelgid. 
 
Request for Minor Modification:  Brae Burn CC gas line relocation 
Report: Contractor doesn't want to dig under the intermittent stream, but would rather place 
the gas line under the bridge/over the culvert.  Sounds better to me. 
 Frank notes that the new location will have far less impact and recommends 
approval.  He also suggests additional erosion controls and special care due to close 
proximity of the work to the stream. 

 Meeting:  Bob D'Arico and a representative from J.M. Coull appeared to explain the request 
to change the location of the gas line and answered questions.  Following discussion, the 
minor modification was approved with additional erosion controls and special care as 
recommended. 
 
Road Salt -- Discussion  
Report: Everyone expressed concern re the amount of salt being used on the roads this 
winter and staff requested that Bob Rooney for a discussion.  Some members want a 
discussion, others want to discuss it among themselves first and invite him to a subsequent 
meeting.  I requested clarification, but did not hear anything, so this is a meeting for you 
without Rooney.    
Meeting:  Due to lack of time, this item was continued. 
 
Dog Park Task Force:  Discussion of comments  
Report: Discussion of the report and the proposed ordinance.  Rachel Freed will propose 
language for the missing piece re complaints and how they are handled. 
Meeting:  Rachel Freed offered language for website and phone message complaints so that 
problem issues and areas can be readily identified (who, where, when, what) and available 
for use in determining how well the program is working.  Staff's comments were also 
designated to go in the comment letter. 
 
Pending enforcement actions:  
0 Carlisle Street  
Report: --  At the Feb meeting, you requested that I send a letter requesting that they do 
what they said they would do.  Steve Vona has responded with a letter – see packet. 
 Frank notes that the property boundary has been marked and it appears that no 
work was done on your side, although there is brush, rock debris, etc.  The developer says 
he has cleaned it all up.  ISD put a stop work order on the property til the permitting is 
completed as required. 
Meeting: Peter Murphy appeared and showed members the plan for two units on the 
property.  He agreed that he and/or the developer would be back to discuss their plans with 



regard to protecting the conservation area land, rock and the potential for needing to erect 
signage or barricades on ConCom land for safety reasons during construction.  Members 
advised him to learn as much as possible about the process as he is the person ultimately 
responsible for the work and permits.   
 
35 Kingswood Road – Planting plan due this month came in and is in your packet. 
Meeting:  Approved. 
 
February 15, 2007 Meeting Minutes for approval 
Meeting:  Approved. 
 
 
Pending issues – discussion 
Salt on roadways 
Pressure treated wood – uses in soil, wet areas, water 
Swimming pools – draining water into catch basins which discharge into wetlands, 
waterways, waterbodies 
 
 
Email exchanges – As Ira Wallach requested I wrote to the Law Dept. for clarification.  
They have requested more info and I haven't had time to get it together.  Ouida Young did 
say that this issue is getting a lot of review lately and to be very careful.   
 
Certificates of Compliance:  None requested to date. 
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